Introduction
The Canadian Arctic has been traditionally viewed as a vast and pristine ecosystem minimally impacted by human activities. Although fishing and hunting for marine mammals, such as narwhal and seals, have been an integral part of the traditional lifestyle of the northern communities for centuries, the impact of this traditional and subsistence taking on marine populations has remained relatively low. This can be explained by the short fishing and hunting seasons, low-impact fishing and hunting methods, and the small size of the northern communities. Commercial fisheries have only recently developed and rely mostly on a few stocks in the eastern Arctic. In particular, Greenland halibut The perceived limited scale of fisheries in the Arctic probably explains why the subject has been largely neglected in the academic literature. Only a few articles specifically address Canadian Arctic fisheries governance,1 while a limited number of studies address Arctic fisheries in a broader geographical area or within a broader marine governance context.2 The omission is, however, unwarranted considering the local socio-economic and cultural importance of these fishing activities;3 the vulnerability of Arctic ecosystems; the predicted changes to Arctic marine fish and mammals' diversity, abundance, distribution, growth and productivity; and the increasing access to Arctic resources.4
